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BANGALORE, DHNS: The In-
dian Air Force is organising a
recruitmentrallyat theDistrict
Indoor Stadium (Badminton
Court Hall), in Koppal on July
31, for unmarried male Indian
citizens(belongingtotheState)
born between May 1, 1993 and
November 30, 1996 for selec-
tion as airmen in Group X
(Technical Trades).

“Candidates should be qual-
ified with minimum Interme-
diate/10+ 2/equivalent exam
with Mathematics, Physics and
English with a minimum of 50
per cent marks in aggregate or
a three-year Diploma in Engi-
neering (Mechanical/Electri-
cal/Electronics/Automobile/
ComputerScience/Instrumen-
tationTechnology/Information
Technology from a govern-
ment recognised polytechnic/
Institute with 50 per cent
marks,”an official note issued
here said.

Indian
AirForce
recruitment

A V Varghese

BANGALORE: The Karnataka
State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) is pushing
ahead for the third consecu-
tive year with its successful
Green Nurturing Pro-
gramme (GNP) for school-
children.

First conceived of as the
Green Think initiative, GNP
was designed to prepare a
roadmap for a sustainable fu-
ture. The idea was to use green
design as an effective instru-
ment of social change. The
journey began with a “Green
Think”poster representing the
seed of the tree as a brain from
which a full-fledged tree
emerges as “green thought”.
This brand called Green Think
was created in 2010.

The first landmark on the
journey from poster to the
GNP was by way of the Green
Think exhibition. A high num-
ber of footfalls of schoolchild-
ren at the exhibition indicated
that they were extremely keen
on understanding and preserv-
ing their environment. This led
to the conceptualisation of the
GNP which was launched in
2011-2012, targeting the next
generation of schoolchildren
to cover Mysore and Mandya
districts. In 2012-13, it was ex-
tended to three more districts
- Udupi, Kolar and Mangalore.

The KSPCB, in its annual ac-
tion plan for 2013-14, has pro-
posed that the GNP, given its
success and its having been
well-received by all stakehold-
ers involved - KSPCB, indus-
tries, school managements,
schoolchildren and various de-
partments of the government
like agriculture and forests - be
extended to several more dis-
tricts across the State, so that
it can become a movement
among schoolchildren.

Viji Karthikeyan, environ-
mental officer with KSPCB,
said, “Since involvement with
the GNP is entirely voluntary,
it will take another month at
least to know which districts

the programme has spread to
and which industries and
schools have responded posi-
tively to it. The successful im-
plementation of the pro-
gramme in the past two years
gives us the confidence that it
will become more impactful
this year.”

KSPCB’s approach in the
GNP has been to connect in-
dustriesandtheschools intheir
local surroundings. The objec-
tive of the GNP is to provide
opportunities for schoolchild-
ren to redirect their conscious-
ness and actions to create a
more sustainable planet.
KSPCB wanted to create a pro-
gramme that would give the
children hands-on experiences
through “action projects” in
their local environments and
ecosystems.

In the GNP, industries adopt
nearby schools and take up en-

vironment-related activities
whereby concepts of conserva-
tion, protection and manage-
ment of ecosystems can be un-
derstood by the schoolchildren
through daily, direct interac-
tions. The industries are also
encouraged to enhance the en-
vironmental settings in the
schools through participation
of the children.

Thelargemajorityofschools
which were part of GNP have
seen structural and contextual
improvements. Eight schools
were chosen for adoption in his
area, says M Nanjunda Gowda,
resource person for the
schools’clustergroupinMalur,
Kolar district.

“We had a sapling-planting
drive helped by the forest and
agriculture departments and
the RK Foundation. Local in-
dustries like Decor Pvt Ltd and
Chloride Alloys helped schools

with equipment, sanitation fa-
cilities, underground water
tank and RO (reverse osmosis)
water purifying systems in our
area,whichfacesfluorideprob-
lems. This year too, we are
working hard to spread GNP
to more schools.”

Across these districts, the
GNP programme has helped
schools to be provided with
CFL bulbs that cut down on
power use and expenditure,
rainwater harvesting systems,
blueprints for planting of
saplings and greening of land-
scapes,helpwithcreatingcom-
posting facilities for the solid
wastes generated in schools
from midday meal schemes or
other sources, and so on.

The GNP was first imple-
mentedinMysoreandMandya
districts in 2011-2012. Several
industries came forward to
participate. They include Jubi-
lantLifeSciences,BannariAm-
man Sugars, Bacardi, AT&S,
RaneMadrasLtd,TVSMotors,
Nanjangud JK Tyres, Triton
L&T, Automotive Axles and
Falcon Tyres in Mysore. In
Mandya, NSL Sugars,
Chamundeswari Sugars and
CoromandelSugarsparticipat-
ed.

These industries adopted
104 schools, spread across
Mysore and Mandya. A wide
range of eco-friendly activities
and actions were introduced to

the students who were encour-
aged to form eco-clubs and get
involved with exchanging pow-
er-intensive bulbs for CFL
bulbs on their campuses, going
in for LED lighting, under-
standing how to recycle mate-
rials and promote eco-friendly
paints, generate compost for
fertilisers to green the campus-
es and run bio-gas plants, cre-
ate herbal gardens that revive
India’s medicinal herbal her-
itage, et al.

That “successful”launch en-
couraged KSPCB to go in for a
second round in 2012-13, when
the GNP was expanded to
threemoredistrictsacrossKar-
nataka. Udupi, Mangalore and
Kolar joined Mysore and
Mandya, with 28 industries
participating in Mangalore, 16
in Udupi, three in Mandya,
eight inKolarand23inMysore
(six urban and 17 rural). Indus-
tries in Mangalore adopted 60,
Udupi150,Mandya20,Mysore
79 (both rural and urban) and
Kolar nine schools.

Industries have been gener-
ous in funding the GNP in
2012-13. For instance, the
amount spent by the Manga-
lore-based industries for the
GNP was Rs 31.9 lakh, of which
Rs 30 lakh was earmarked ex-
clusively for the schools. Udupi
industries put in Rs 17.42 lakh.

The Mandya industries had
earmarked Rs 5.26 lakh to-
wards the schools, but spent
only Rs 3.80 lakh. The six
Mysore (urban) industries ear-
marked Rs 10 lakh for 12
schools, but spent only Rs 8.2
lakh. The 17 industries in
Mysore (rural) earmarked Rs
21 lakh and spent Rs 20 lakh.
The Kolar industries, 8 in num-
ber, spent Rs 10.81 lakh on nine
schools.

As things stand, GNP has
been well-received by indus-
tries,schoolmanagementsand
the schoolchildren. KSPCB of-
ficials hope that it can be ex-
tendedtoseveralmoredistricts
across the State, so that it can
turn into a movement among
schoolchildren.
DH News Service

Greening minds of schoolkids
KSPCB’s project links industries, schools in conservation efforts

A bio-gas plant set up in one of the schools under the Green nurturing programme. (below)
Children on a sapling planting drive. DH PHOTOS

State

Students and parents anxiously wait for their turn at the KEA office in Bangalore. DH PHOTO
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BANGALORE, DHNS: Stu-
dents aspiring to study
BCom, the demand for
which has surged in recent
years, can cheer up. The De-
partment of Higher Educa-
tion will introduce as many
as 74 new sections catering
solely to the commerce
stream in government col-
leges in the State.

The decision has been taken
in the wake of more and more
students, especially in smaller
cities and towns, enrolling for
theundergraduatecourse.The
PrincipalSecretary,HigherEd-
ucation, Rajneesh Goel, said
the demand for BCom at such
placesasUppinangadyandVit-
tal (both in Dakshina Kannada
district), Chitradurga and Da-
vangere was “surprising”.
“Normally, we expect such a
trend in Bangalore and the sur-
rounding places,” Goel told
Deccan Herald. Each new sec-
tion will have 60-80 students.

But the decision whether to
introduce a new section or just
increase the intake of students
would depend on the requisi-
tions made by colleges to the
respective joint directors, said
B S Bhagyalakshmi, Director,
Department of Collegiate Ed-
ucation (DCE) which oversees
government and aided col-
leges. As of now, the DCE is
busy compiling statistics. It will
also use the assistance of the
National Informatics
Centre(NIC).

The demand for BCom has
been steady. Commerce teach-
ers believe the numbers will
only increase in the years to
come. Bangalore University
alone has nearly a lakh BCom
students — the largest for any
course.

The Government RC Col-
lege of Commerce and Man-
agement in the City received a
staggering 2,000 applications
for its900BComseats,accord-
ing to its Principal, Dr Venu-
gopal. Many science students

have also switched to com-
merce, he added.

The demand for BCom has
come at a time when several
government colleges are strug-
glingtoattractstudentsforoth-
er courses like BSc, BA and
BBM in order to prevent their
closure. As per a recent gov-
ernment order, courses and
subject combinations where
there are less than 15 students
should be closed down.

New courses soon
Besides new commerce sec-
tions, the DCE will introduce
new courses and certificate
programmes with an aim to
improvethestudents’skillsand
increase their employability.

The courses, however, will
not be limited to government
colleges. They will be intro-
duced in collaboration with the
BombayStockExchange(BSE).

These include MA in finan-
cialsecurities,certificatecours-
es in capital markets, market
management and, financial
analysis. Vinod Nair, Head, Ac-
ademics and Product develop-
ment,BSE,hopedtheDCEwill
introduce the courses as early
as next week.

74 new BCom
sections in govt
colleges soon

| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

Where they are
proposed
These government col-
leges will get a new BCom
section each:
Yelahanka, HSR Layout,
Vijayanagar, Magadi,
Malleswaram (all in Ban-
galore); Srirangapatna
(Mandya), Heggadade-
vanakote, Periyapatna,
Nanjangud, K R Nagar (all
in Mysore), Malur (Kolar).
These will get 2 sections:
Chintamani (Chikkaballa-
pur), Chikkanayakanahalli
(Tumkur), Challakere and
Hosadurga (both in Chi-
tradurga).
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BANGALORE, DHNS: The tug-
of-war between Housing Min-
ister M H Ambareesh and
MandyadistrictCongressPres-
ident M S Atmananda sur-
faced again on Sunday.

The supporters of Amba-
reesh have petitioned Chief
MinisterSiddaramaiahthatAt-
mananda should not be al-
lowed to continue as district
party president for his alleged
anti-party activities.

Atmanandawaskeentocon-
test from Mandya Assembly
constituency but distanced
himself fromthepartyafterthe
ticket was offered to Amba-
reesh. He had also stayed away
from campaigning for the par-
ty in the polls. However, At-
mananda participated in a
meeting convened by KPCC
President G Parameshwara
last week to discuss prepara-
tions for Lok Sabha polls. This
development has irked Amba-
reesh who feels Atmananda
has no place in the party.

Ambareesh,
Atmananda lock
hornsagain

Conference on
design trends

»Embedded Systems is or-
ganising a conference at

Nimhans Convention Centre,
starting July 17.

The two-day conference will
concentrate on insects and
birds driving design trends in
embedded technologies.

Interested may have further
information from 900566513.

Seers visit
city today

»Subbudendra Teerta Sri-
padangalu, Seer of

Raghavendra Swamy Math
Mantralaya, and Suyateendra
Teertha Sri Padangalu are vis-
iting Bangalore on July 15.

They will also address the
public.

They will be felicitated at a
programme organised at the
Poornapragna Vidyapeetha at
Katriguppe, according to a
press release issued here.

More details can be had on
9880299080.

In brief

BANGALORE: The Controller
of Defence Accounts, Chen-
nai, will hold a defence pen-
sion adalat for pensioners at
Belgaum on September 16
and 17 for redressal of griev-
ances relating to sanction/dis-
bursement of defence pensio.

“Defence pensioners, de-
fence family pensioners (in-
cluding Commissioned Offi-
cers and Defence Civilians)
drawing pension from any
agency like banks, treasuries,
defence pension disbursing of-
fice etc may send their appli-
cations to The Adalat Officer,
Office of the Controller of De-
fence Accounts, Anna Salai,
Teynampet, Chennai,
600018,” an official note is-
sued here said.

Applications must accom-
pany a photocopy of the PPO,
correspondence with PPO,
discharge book and a copy of
the pass book for the last six
months.

Last date for receipt of ap-
plication is July 31, 2013.
DH News Service

Defence
pension
adalat

BANGALORE: In a
much-needed relief for stu-
dents, the Karnataka Exami-
nations Authority (KEA) has
extended the last date for
paying fees and reporting to
colleges. The new deadline
is July 16.

Following days of chaos over
the procedure of e-payment of
fees, the KEA extended the
deadline by a day, giving stu-
dents some more time to pre-
pare themselves.

Those who want to confirm
the seats allotted to them in the
first round of counselling have
to report to colleges by Tues-
day.

Those who wish to take part
in the second round need not
report to the college but will
havetopaythefees, if theywish
to keep their existing seats as a
back-up. Or they can simply at-
tend the second round without
paying the fees now, in which

casetheywouldforfeit theseats
allotted to them in the first
round.

Row over SJCE seats
Meanwhile, angry parents and
students confronted KEA offi-
cials on Sunday, over the unde-
cided status of seats at Sri Jay-
achamarajendra College of
Engineering (SJCE), Mysore,
which is one of the top ten in-
stitutions in the State.

Students who have already
paid the admission fee for the
BE seats at SJCE they secured
through the KEA were left
clueless when the college re-
fused admission, saying the al-
lotted seats were simply not
available. The State govern-
ment had gobbled up all the
120 seats at SJCE in clear vio-
lation of the consensual agree-
ment.

But the High Court set aside
the seat matrix for the college
on July 11. Of 120 seats in Elec-
tronics and Communication
and Computer Science engi-
neering, 60 are aided and the
remaining unaided. As per the
consensual agreement, the
government can claim only 45
per cent of unaided seats; 30
per cent will go to the Comed-
K and the rest to the college
management. The college ac-
cused the government of

Last date to pay CET fee
is tomorrow

snatching its share.
While the number of seats

was still to be fixed, the KEA
allotted seats to students dur-
ing the first round of coun-
selling. Students are at sea now
as the college has refused to
admit them following the HC
order.

“When they knew that the
matter was before the High
Court, why did they allot the
seats? Students chose the seats
as SJCE is one of the top-rank-
ingcolleges.Wecouldhaveset-
tled for the next best college.
But we are left with no seats
now,”a parent said, requesting
anonymity.

Govt to move court
The aggrieved parties met the
Higher Education Minister, R
V Deshpande, with regard to
the issue. The Principal Secre-
tary, Higher Education, Ra-
jneesh Goel, promised that the
government would not go
against students’ interests.

“We will approach the High
Court seeking appropriate di-
rections. We allotted the seats
on July 10 and the High Court
order came the next day.”KEA
officials, on their part, said the
seat matrix was drawn similar
totheearlieryearsandtheydid
not anticipate the problem.
DH News Service

HC order on
SJCE leaves
students at sea;
Govt to seek
directions from
court


